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Welcome back!

THere’s a lot to 
discover in this 

new issue, from the 
famous(infamous?) 

guy fawkes to the 
recent flow of 

french students in 
our halls!

Read through to 
find out!



GUY FAWKES BY HYUN-JUNG KIM

“Remember, remember the Fifth of November, 
The Gunpowder Treason and Plot, 
I know of no reason 
Why the Gunpowder Treason
Should ever be forgot” 

Doubtless, the poem conjures to mind mysteriously-masked figures with 
black capes and the prominent red V for Vendetta. Now, with the fifth of 
November upon us, it is important to remember how this day came to be. 
It all started on November 5, 1605, when the infamous Guy Fawkes and his 
fellow conspirators attempted to blow up London’s Houses of Parliament. 
The objective was to remove King James I from the throne and to 
reestablish Catholic rule over England. However, this plot ultimately failed 
and resulted in Fawkes getting caught, tried, and  executed. Though 
Fawkes failed to realize the Gunpowder Plot, his influence continued to 
thrive in England as well as other countries. After his treason, Parliament 
declared November 5 a national day of Thanksgiving, which was first 
celebrated in 1606. Now, Guy Fawkes Day is celebrated in the United 
Kingdom with bonfires and fireworks as well as with children throwing 
straw figures of Guy Fawkes (as well as some political figures) into the fire. 
In recent years, however, Guy Fawkes’ influence also spread to groups such 
as Anonymous, a hacker group which was responsible for online attacks 
towards corporations and governments. This was most apparent in 
February of 2008, when the members donned Guy Fawkes masks and 
protested the Church of Scientology’s censorship and internet policies. 
Supporters of the “Occupy Movement” have also worn the mask around 
financial centers to protest greed and corruption in the political sector. 
While opinions continue to be divided upon whether the wearing of the 
mask supports active terrorism or resistance to corruption, one thing is 
indisputable: the Gunpowder Treason will most certainly never be forgot. 
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Cheating is an evergreen issue within schools across the world. In 

its 2015 Answers Issue, Time Magazine cited a study that states that 82 

percent of recent college alumni said they cheated in some way during 

their undergraduate days. That statistic in and of itself is enough to drive 

one mad. Has our school system failed us? Or is it a lack of morals that 

invites people into the world of misconduct? 

Cheating, by definition, is an act dishonestly or unfairly in order to 

gain an advantage, especially in a game or examination. It is not limited to 

the quick glance over the shoulder, nor the writing of answers on one’s 

hand. Cheating is comprised of a myriad of maladministration, including 

plagiarism, multiple submission, false citation, false data, and 

unauthorized collaboration. This is not simply the school’s issue, in many 

cases cheating behavior carries out into other aspects of people’s lives 

later on. Southern Illinois University researchers found in 2007 that those 

who plagiarized in college “viewed themselves as more likely to break 

rules in the workplace, cheat on spouses and engage in illegal activities.” 

An individual’s dishonest behavior also depends on the behavior of their 

peers. David Rettinger, a cognitive psychologist at the University of Mary 

Washington says that several studies show, not surprisingly, that seeing 

others cheat increases one’s tendency to cheat. In other words, “cheating 

is contagious.” Cheating has become so common that it has been referred 

to as the “academic epidemic,” a title which displays the utmost accuracy.

Why exactly do students cheat? Well, professor Augustus Jordan of 

Middlebury College explains that it is due to a lack of motivation. Yes, it is 

as simple as that. Motivation is not magic. It does not come in a bottle. 

There is no little blue pill for it. But it's something you can tap into by 

design then harness.  How does one maintain the motivation to honestly 

take part in scholarly activities you ask? Here are some steps to take in 
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really help our dire situation since you and others that shop locally as 

consumers are demanding those products to be sold. These products being 

in demand help decrease the amount of carbon emissions being put into 

the air compared to other products having to be transported from other 

far regions due to transportation purposes. Limiting one’s driving is 

another way we could help the environment.  All the chemicals and gasses 

being put into the air and atmosphere from one single car can be very 

negative for the atmosphere. Simply carpooling with a friend or family 

member is a great way of decreasing your carbon footprint. If you can, 

walking or riding a bike is even better! Furthermore, cutting or even 

reducing red meat from you diet can do wonders for our climate. C02 

emissions are exposed and transmitted into the air when livestock is 

unfairly harvested for human consumption, resulting in a hotter world. 

Not only does the atmosphere benefit from you cutting out meat from your 

diet, but it also has countless environmental benefits as well as ethical 

ones by not eating animals you don't have to eat in order to survive. Lastly, 

reusing products you already have and not buying more material things 

aids in transportational issues. Companies having to constantly import and 

create products because people keep buying them, keeps the product in 

demand, which will make them create and ship more and more to other 

places causing an unfavorable amount of C02 and gas to seep into our 

atmosphere. Simply reusing products is a great way to help out and  it can  

save you money in the long run! Spreading the word of our climates 

current status to family and friends is an amazing way to make others 

informed and educated in the issue so that they can help. Although we are 

at serious risk for damaging our planet even more, if more people start 

doing simple tasks to help our environment, we can create a huge 

difference! 
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order to stay motivated, good luck!

1. Set and visualize your goal

2. List why you would like to accomplish this goal

3. Set intermediary targets

4. Ask for help if you need it

5. See the big picture

THE CLIMATE CRISIS BY CORAL VIEGAS

Our climate is breaking down and ecosystems are changing. The 

damage being inflicted onto our precious Earth is becoming irreversible. 

But what is climate change? 

Climate change is the gradual increase in temperature that can 

result in permanent damage to our atmosphere. There is a clear difference 

in naturally occurring fluctuation in temperature and human-caused 

warming that can cause a drastic change in Earth's climate. Human 

activities causes emissions like greenhouse gasses that arise from 

deforestation, land-use change, and fossil fuel combustion - these cause 

the most climate change in the industrial era. In addition to this, current 

industrial methods and products being produced add to the high amounts 

of greenhouses gases being dispensed into our atmosphere. Not only does 

this disrupt ecosystems but it can cause serious problems to our water, 

health, agriculture, and food. These detrimental effects will only worsen in 

later years. So what can we do to limit our impact on our already 

collapsing environment? Thankfully, there are many things people can do 

to help save the environment, and every single persons contribution helps, 

even if it is small! 

For starters, these actions include but are not limited to: shopping 

locally, driving less, reducing red meat intake, reusing what you already 

have, and talking about our climate with others. Shopping locally can 
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Just a few months ago my brain occupied with the words of 

Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. In case you have not been tasked with 

reading this praised play, allow me to summarize it. Imagine a young man, 

allow me to adjust that, an incredibly hormonal young man, who does not 

understand the concept of love. Are you picturing it? Good. Now let us say 

that this aforementioned young man has set his heart on a young woman, 

let us call her Rosaline. Now, Romeo cannot be with her, do not worry 

about why. Romeo is positively infatuated with Rosaline and claims he will 

never find love again. Then, at a party, Romeo sees Juliet and exclaims “Did 

my heart love till now? Forswear it, sight! For I ne'er saw true beauty till 

this night.” (Shakespeare 1.5.54-55). Pardon? He explicitly states that he 

has never seen someone so ravishing, so breathtakingly gorgeous, so much 

so that he completely forgets about Rosaline. 

I am not here to bash Romeo and Juliet. I did enjoy reading it, 

however, I saw it as more of a comedic play than a romantic tragedy. It is a 

very well-written play, however, the plot is a little bit distorted. Allow me 

to elaborate: If Romeo had truly been in love with Rosaline, he would not 

have been able to move on so quickly. I believe it was simply infatuation, 

and Romeo, understandably could not tell the difference, being hormonal 

and all.

Moving on to the miscommunication in Romeo and Juliet. Another 

quick summary: Juliet took a potion that would make her look dead. A 

messenger was supposed to tell Romeo that she was, in fact, still alive, but 

the messenger did not arrive to Romeo in time. Romeo hears that Juliet is 

dead and, because of his hormones and intense emotions, convinces 

himself that he cannot live without her. So, he kills himself. If Friar 

Lawrence has mentioned to the messenger the extreme urgency of the 

letter, perhaps none of this would have happened.
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WHY ROMEO AND JULIET IS OVERRATED BY 
MEEKA VARDI

This year our school participated in the bi-annual French Exchange 
Program where students from Rambouillet, France stay with students here. 
The exchange students were polite, fun and truly excited to  experience an 
American high school. It is an amazing program to take part in and we 
should give credit to the teachers who organize it every other year. 

Mélina Bertrand and Severine Magnin came to America for the 
program that has been occurring for 25 years. When I asked them why they 
started the program they explained that it was important for the students 
to have real experience of what they are learning in school, that being 
English. The students get to meet people their own age and both parties get 
to experience other cultures. They said they kept it going because of the 
life long friendships they have seen come out of this program and that 
some students have even gotten married. 

All the teachers involved in the program clearly care about the 
relationships and experiences it gives their students. Living with someone 
for two weeks binds people together and that is what the teachers love to 
see. Bertrand and Magnin both said that their favorite part of coming to 
America is being in the actual school. They love seeing the students faces 
and how they seem starstruck by American high schools and living the 
typical American teenager dream. French high schools are extremely 
different from ours and they said that they love learning something new 
from our teachers every year that they can try and take back or just 
witness in action. 

Before I ended the interview, I explained to them that this was 
going into the school paper and that I would send them a copy. With this 
platform, Bertrand wanted to thank the school for how welcome we always 
make the French teachers and exchange students feel. She said that we 
make them feel at home and Magnin described the feeling as priceless. 
Everyone who has participated in the program can agree that the 
experience is truly a win-win for everyone. 

TEACHER’S INTERVIEW BY VALERIE BURKE
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Joker, directed and written by Todd Phillips, starring Joaquin 

Phoenix as the clown prince, is a movie within the DC extended universe. 

Joker takes a deep and realistic dive into the origin story of one of 

the most notorious villains in comic book history. In this stand-alone film, 

Arthur Fleck, who suffers from mental disorders, is an aspiring comedian 

that lives in an impoverished and economically depressed Gotham City 

that is on the brink of collapse. As bad things keep happening to Arthur, he 

slowly turns into everyone's favorite villain, the Joker.

What's great about Joker is that it makes us root for Arthur to push 

through the hardships of his life and not become the villain. Because of the 

film’s realism, it allows us to sympathize with Arthur, but not approve of 

his actions.

Joaquin Phoenix's acting in this movie is superb. The director 

allowed him to portray the character in his own way, which allowed 

Phoenix to surpass the intent of the script. According to Todd Phillips, all 

elements of the movie had to complement the main character. For 

example, the music helps bring out the emotions that Arthur is feeling, 

and the background continuously reinforces the idea that Arthur is 

separate from society.

This movie was created with the intent for the audience to 

interpret it in their own way. All over the internet, people are coming up 

with theories to what really happened in the story. The beauty of this is 

that, in reality, no one is incorrect.

This movie separates itself from other comic book films because it 

is the first realistic and intimate origin story of a comic book character. 

The audience’s impression of Arthur changes throughout the movie. Since 

this movie is so true to life, it is a great viewing  for both comic book lovers 

and movie lovers.
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VETERANS PARK
PHOTOS BY MR. WEINSTEIN JOKER | MOVIE REVIEW BY ARNAV KHANNA



10

CROSSWORD

1

Staff:
 EDITORS: 
Hyun-Jung Kim
PRISCILLA TAM

sECRETARY: 
Rhea Shajan

WRITERS:
AMY YANG
Lauren Geiger
Valerie Burke
Meeka Vardi
Wasay Noor
RHea Shajan
Dominick 
Ciccotelli
HARVEY WAng

Formatter:
Janet Pan 

Crosswords:
Waleed Alim

ADVISORS: 
Mr. Pavese 
Mr. weinstein 

Special thanks to 
the school and 
Mrs. Carol Smith!! 

THANKSGIVING FUN FACTS


